environmental

investigation
agency

The Honourable Mr. Jonathan Wilkinson 62-63 Upper Street

Minister of Environment and Climate Change London N10ONY

Fontaine Building 12th floor +44 (0) 20 7354 7960

200 Sacré-Coeur Blvd eia-international.org

Gatineau QC

K1A OH3

Dear Mr. Wilkinson, Monday 17 May 2021

As the world rallies around the need for a global treaty on plastic pollution, Canada remains
conspicuously silent. The Government of Canada urgently needs to support such a treaty to protect
our planet from irreversible damage.

Canadians discard three million tonnes of plastic waste annually, only 9% of which is recycled,
meaning the vast majority of plastics end up in landfill or incinerated, and about 29,000 tonnes finds
1ts way into our natural environment.

Plastic pollution impacts our environment, our climate and our health; affecting every ecosystem on
Earth.

If current trends continue, roughly 12,000 million metric tons of plastic will reside in landfills and the
environment by 2050, and significantly more plastic fragments and chemicals in our bodies than
there currently are.

The economic impacts are also significant, with marine plastic pollution alone costing the global
economy up to $2.5 trillion per year and threatening food security.

But it's not too late. The Canadian government is critically positioned to help turn the tide.

While we recognise the efforts by Canada to date, including the Ocean Plastics Charter and its zero-
plastic-waste by 2030 pledge, it is overwhelmingly clear that voluntary commitments and a patchwork
of national policies cannot address the crisis at hand.

We support the call from the Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA) to urge the government to

join the 138 countries calling for a global agreement on plastic pollution to be established at the UN
Environment Assembly in February 2022.

The health and integrity of our planet cannot be left to chance.

Yours Sincerely,

Mary Rice
Executive Director
Environmental Investigation Agency
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