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SUMMARY i} %

* Snow leopards remain seriously
endangered across their range,
threatened by habitat loss, conflict
killing, prey loss and poaching for
trade. Between 2008 and 2016, 220-
450 snow leopards were Kkilled each
year — an average of one per day".
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« EIA investigators researching
illegal trade in Asian big cats in
China have been offered the skins
of at least 106 snow leopards, along
with various snow leopard bones,
teeth and claws. 7 if 7 /1 [ 55 P 37 91
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+ Additional data from seizure
reports suggest that aside

from those skins offered to EIA
investigators, there have been
recorded seizures of 276 snow
leopard skins since 2000, including
185 across India, Nepal and China
and a further 85 across other Range
States. B T 7 W [a) PR 855 A 2 R v 1Y)
Bk LAAh, EH20004E A LR AR T
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+ While the number of snow leopard
parts openly offered for sale appears

1 Snow Leopard Trust. 2018. Available from: https://www.snowleopard.org/the-threats/
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to have declined, trade in snow
leopard skins and body parts in
China continues. RE AT HERFH
F BT TR T, (HRHH A
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+ A primary driver of demand is the
use of whole skins in taxidermy and
luxury home décor. %} %5 5l i 8 2%
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Introduction 7 &

Snow leopards (Panthera uncia) are one of the most
endangered Aslan big cat species, with between 3,290
and 6,390 individuals spread across 12 range states. The
snow leopard is listed on Appendix I of the Convention
on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES)
and is protected from killing and domestic trade by
national laws across its range, including being listed as
a Category I Nationally Protected Species in China. %%
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However, the snow leopard continues to enter illegal
trade. A 2016 TRAFFIC report estimated that between 221
and 450 snow leopards have been poached every year
since 2008, although notes the true figure could be much
higher?. An estimated 21% of animals poached were
killed specifically for trade, while the report estimates
that in 60% of cases where a snow leopard was killed
in retaliation for depredation of livestock or by traps
or snares that were not targeted specifically at snow
leopards, an attempt will be made to sell the carcass or
its parts. Illegal trade is therefore both a primary driver of
poaching and a factor in wider killing, which continues
at a perilous rate. RE ML, FFIMAEEA G153 BH.
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Methodology i 75 /7%

EIA investigators have conducted research into the
illegal trade in Asian big cat parts and derivatives in
China since 2004. While the focus of these investigations
has been the tiger, EIA has also documented the trade

in leopard, snow leopard and clouded leopard being sold
in the same locations and/or by the same people. EIA's
team is comprised of experienced investigators who use
open questioning techniques to engage traders and elicit
information. Covert audio and video equipment is used
to evidence cases of illegality. Investigators identified
and prioritised premises through profiling, including
through screening premises selling legal or restricted
wildlife products and cautious queries with traders.
Additionally, investigators re-visited individuals and
premises which had been identified as actively trading
during previous investigations. Following enquiries,
investigators were frequently shown illegal snow leopard
products, sometimes at a second location, or were told to
return to the premises at a set time to see the products.
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EIA investigators offered the skins of at least 106 snow
leopards from 2005-2016
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Since 2005, EIA investigators have uncovered the skins
of at least 106 snow leopards for sale across western

and central China, particularly in Linxia in Gansu
Province. Investigations in 2016 confirmed that the
trade is ongoing. Traders have indicated that skins were
sourced from China, Mongolia, India, Nepal, Pakistan and
Afghanistan. It is impossible to estimate the true size of
the market, as in common with the rest of the Asian big
cat trade it has become increasingly secretive (see Table
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Snow leopard products shown to EIA investigators in China
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2 Nowell, K, Li, J, Paltsyn, M. and Sharma, R K. (2016). An Ounce of Prevention: Snow Leopard Crime Revisited. TRAFFIC, Cambridge, UK.
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Table 1: Snow leopard parts and products documented by EIA investigators in western and central China, and seizures of snow leopard parts in the same locations over the same period,

2005-2016

Seizures of 276 snow leopard skins from 2000-2016
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The skins directly observed by EIA investigators
represent just a small sample of the total skins in trade.
In addition, there have been reported seizures of at least
185 snow leopard skins dating back to 2000, spread
across India, Nepal and China, and a further 85 across

the rest of the snow leopard’s range, with an additional

6 seized in non-range states. While this is less than the
number of leopards and tigers that have been intercepted
over the same period, it remains a significant quantity
for such an endangered species. In addition, a rule of
thumb used by Customs indicates that seized contraband
represents just a fraction of the illegal trade, suggesting it
1s possible over 2,700 snow leopard skins may have been
trafficked in this time. #3551 £ 22 25 5375 U8 2 399 1) L3 1Y
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The ongoing scale of illegal trade in snow leopard skins
was highlighted on October 29, 2016, when 20 snow
leopard skins and an unspecified amount of snow
leopard meat were seized by Lhasa Customs Anti-
Smuggling Bureau and Lhasa Public Security Bureau,
along with two tiger skins, two leopard skins, one
clouded leopard skin, leopard bones and other wildlife
products. 20164F10 H 29 HAEHL 5= K A I — R A SR L AF 48 &8 1
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3 ElAillegal trade database, compiled from seizure reports from NGOs, media, CITES and governments.

Seized snow leopard, tiger, leopard and clouded leopard skins in Lhasa, October 2016 © China Customs
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Market focusing on taxidermy and home décor
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Prior to 2007, the majority of snow leopard skins
observed for sale in China were being marketed for use
as rugs and wall-hangings, or used to make traditional
waistcoats. Since then, the market has been geared
towards the luxury furnishing and taxidermy sector,
with specimens being prepared with head and paws
intact or mounted on red backing fabric. This fits trends
seen in the illegal tiger trade, where specimens seen by
investigators are prepared for the luxury home décor
market. 20074 LAHT, HEEEBEH EEER TS EH
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The continuing significance of demand for snow leopard
for the preparation of taxidermy specimens and luxury
carpets was reiterated by a Linxia trader in 2016. This
individual also mentioned using offcuts of snow leopard
skin to make waistcoats, indicating that more traditional
uses of skin leopard skin continue in the region. 20164F
— A E R IRE T, HIVESEHERER . AR AAT LS 5 R
T RATIIR T LR 28 Wt i 380 FH 55 5 B 3 A DR K i i
LHHE.L, REWREE XX SRR E .

While local use in and around the locations in Table 1
has been noted, there are also end buyers across China.
For example, a trader in Linxia has mentioned a reqular

customer for whom he sends skins to Hebei Province
for further processing before they are couriered to final
destinations elsewhere in China. Snow leopard products
have also been seized in Zhejiang and Shandong
provinces in eastern China. BRI A& F il 5% T H ATE
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EIA investigations have not gathered specific testimony
on demographics of snow leopard consumers, although
prices quoted for skins indicate that they are purchased
by people of medium income to decorate their home,
unlike the elite demographic purchasing tiger and
leopard skins, prices for which are around 20 times and
four times higher respectively. BRI HE I KH L]
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A Linxia trader in 2016 stated that snow leopard skins
are given as gifts to government officials. This also fits a
consistent trend in the wider trade in Asian big cat skins,
as traders have consistently told EIA that gift-giving

and use as non-financial bribes is a major reason for
purchasing of tiger and leopard skins. 20164, —4&Il&E
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Snow leopard products shown to EIA investigators in China
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Other snow leopard parts and products
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‘Leopard bone’ appears to be offered as a substitute for
tiger bone for medicinal purposes, or possibly sold to
consumers as tiger bone. In TCM contexts, the generic
term “Os pardi” is used, the specific species involved
being unclear; it could refer to leopard (Panthera pardus),
snow leopard (Panthera uncia) or clouded leopard
(Neofelis nebulosa). As reported in a paper published in
2016*, a traditional Chinese medicine product produced
by a Beijing-based manufacturer and purchased in
Australia in 2012 was found to contain snow leopard
DNA on testing; this product would traditionally have
contained tiger bone. The manufacturer's Chinese
website listed “leopard bone” as an ingredient in the
product. The hunting of all leopard species and purchase
of leopard bones in China was banned in January 2006,
although a notification issued by the China Food and
Drug Administration in March 2006 stated that “‘medicine
producers are permitted to continue using existing
stocks of leopard bones until they are used up”. Details
of the leopard bone stock acquired prior to 2006 are not
publicly available. With seizure records dating back to
2000 indicating persistent trafficking of leopard and
snow leopard from neighbouring countries into China,
the source of “leopard bone” used in these medicines is
open to question in terms of species and legality. )& £
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EIA investigations and law enforcement seizures have
indicated that a market exists for snow leopard meat:
sales of meat were mentioned by a trader in 2016, and an
unspecified amount of snow leopard meat was seized in
the major seizure of Asian big cat parts in Lhasa, October
2016. W EZNHEERR . PIEVMNEREARA T
BRI TR TTIAMAEE. 20164F, — ARSI T HE&
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EIA investigators have also been offered snow leopard
skulls and teeth. As with tiger and other big cats, these
appear to be in demand for use as amulets and luxury
jewellery. & Wt [n FRIE 1 25 25 R A 3t R T 5 ki Al
Fiho W @B, XL G R S AR
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4 Coghlan ML, Haile J, Houston J, Murray D, White, N, Moolhuijzen P, et al. Deep sequencing of plant and animal DNA contained within traditional Chinese medicines reveals legality

issues and health safety concerns. PLoS Genet. 2012,8:1002657.

This TCM product, produced by a Beijing-based manufacturer, was found to contain snow leopard DNA © lan Musgrave/Adelaide University
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